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della classe indigente, and in other writings had shown his keen
interest on this problem. In one of his Lettere politiche e letter arie^
published in 1855, he insists on the need of instruction with
moral and religious aims for the lower classes, and with political
aims for the upper classes.
Gioberti, C. Balbo, Rayneri, Fava, and the historian of philo-
sophy and rationalistic philosopher Giovanni Maria Bertini
(1818-76) collaborated with the Minister of Public, Instruction,
Boncompagni, in the preparation of the law and decrees giving a
new trend to education in the Kingdom. Boncompagni himself
was one of the faithful servants of the 'liberal' education. His
connexion with the committee for the foundation of infant
schools has already been mentioned; he also worked as a teacher
in the first of those schools founded in Piedmont, and several of
his writings were dedicated to the promotion of these beneficial
institutions. As a politician he wras a follower of Cavour's doc-
trine: ' a free Church in a free State'. This principle was applied
by him almost ruthlessly in scholastic reform. All privileges of
religious orders were abolished; no interference in the schools
on the part of the ecclesiastical authorities was admitted, and the
seminaries were ordered to keep to the rule that only youths
intending to take holy orders should be instructed there. The
educational system which resulted from the law and decrees of
October 1848 put Piedmont in the vanguard of educational
progress in Italy. On the whole this system was confirmed by
the law of 1859, the Lex Casati, which became the fundamental
lawT for education in Italy. We are not going, therefore, to give
the details of the Boncompagni code, since we shall have to
deal at length with the more mature 'Organic Laws' of 1859,
In the meantime all possible ways were tried by the friends of
education for the diffusion of the new ideas and methods and for
the discussion of the problems connected with them. We have
already mentioned the Societd per gli asili which started its work
in 1839. Another association with much broader aims was
founded in 1849 by such persons as Gioberti and Rayneris the
Society for Instruction and Education, which was concerned
both with the actual foundation of schools and with inquiries
into the political and moral issues of education. The need for
technical culture of a type more suited to the Piedmontese
provinces was emphasized and partly met by the Associazione
Agraria Subalpina. The Societd delle Alli&ve Maestre was set
up by Boncompagni, Aporti, Domenico Berti, and Luigi Franchi
di Pont, with the object of helping girls and young women who
were training to be schoolmistresses to widen their outlook,
overcome some of their difficulties, and keep in touch with each